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CHECKING THE FRENCH RETREAT AT MARENGO 




THE BATTLE OF ABOUKIR 



Courtesy The Century Company 



Book Review Department 

Conducted by THE EDITOR 

THE STORY-LIFE OF NAPOLEON, by 
Wayne Whipple. {The Century Co., Pub- 
lishers. Price $2.40 net.] 



ONE of the most interesting works on a sub- 
ject, concerning which a whole library al- 
ready exists, is "The Story-Life of Napo- 
leon." It is a most complete and careful com- 
pilation by Wayne Whipple, with a brief but bril- 
liant foreword by the authur on Napoleon's self- 
contradictoriness. This curious work is made up 
entirely of extracts from other historians and 
biographers, woven together in a complete and 
consistent story, incident following incident, 
chronologically and harmoniously. In this way 
we obtain a breadth of view upon this great char- 
acter of history . hardly possible in the works of 
one mind biased by its personal opinions and 
prejudices. It is easy reading too, being like a 
series of anecdotes, and a fine reference work, 
since any incident to which one might wish to 
make reference is readily discoverable in the very 
complete index. 

Never, perhaps, has one man exercised a fas- 
cination over so many minds as has this great 
little Corsican with his curious mixture of good 
and bad, majestic and contemptible traits. Per- 
haps what we all thrill to in his story is, after all, 
only success, achievement, power, things really 
outside the man himself and not the mere matter 
of his personality. 

Another of his charms lies in his ability always 
to do the unusual, the unexpected, and this being 
an indication of the originality of his mental proc- 
esses is one of the real attractions of the man. 
Then too he must have possessed a sense of the 
dramatic, or history has supplied it for him, 
since the events' and utterances of his career 



possess that telling quality of working to a cli- 
max which characterises the best performances 
of the successful playwrite. 

The illustrations for the work under review 
are as remarkable as the text matter, represent- 
ing years of research work and presupposing the 
possession by the author of an unusual historical 
collection. Every event # of Napoleon's life, every 
phase of his mental and physical aspect, is cov- 
ered in these illustrations which are a story in 
picture language in themselves. The selection of 
these illustrations like the choice of the historical 
excerpts, bespeaks a most discriminating mind and 
rare good taste, for in neither is there tedious 
reptition or useless introduction of the inane or 
unimportant. It is all the cream of the best that 
has been told in literature and art of this great 
genius of military and civil science. 

We reproduce here three particularly interest- 
ing pictures recalling three significant events in 
this unique and dazzling career. One shows the 
young artillery major of the army of the re- 
public instructing his elders dramatically on the 
position of vantage from which to attack Royalist 
Toulon. Another shows the battle of Aboukir, 
an event of the Egyptian campaign, in which six 
thousand worn and travel weary French soldiers, 
under the indomitable man of JDestiny defeated 
in one day eighteen thousand fresh and well pro- 
visioned Turks under French and English officers. 
The third illustration shows Bonaparte checking 
the French retreat at Marengo where he turned 
a crushing defeat into one of the most remarkable 
victories of an unparalleled career. 



